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Abstract

General Administration Department- Use of State Government Emblem

and prevention of its misuse - guidelines - orders issued.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (PROTOCOL) DEPARTMENT
G.O(P) No0.8/2026/GAD Dated,Thiruvananthapuram, 13-03-2026

Read :- | G.O(P) No.696/Public Misc.dated 9t September,1961

2. G.O(MS) No.18/20211/GAD dated 13 January, 2011

ORDER

WHEREAS, the Emblem for the State of Kerala was adopted vide
order read above.

AND WHEREAS, the correct model of the emblem is attached
along with this Order as Annexure. The State Emblem of Kerala shall

conform to the designs as set out therein

AND WHEREAS, the item no. 4 of SCHEDULE OF THE
EMBLEMS AND NAMES (PREVENTION OF IMPROPER USE) ACT-

1950 [Act no.12 of 1950] states that "the name, improper use or continue



to use the emblem or official seal or emblem of the Government of India
or of any State Government without the previous permission of the Central
Government or such officer authorised by the Central Government will

attract the provisions of the Act;"

AND WHEREAS, since the National Emblem is incorporated in
the State Emblem of Kerala, the provisions of The State Emblem of India
(Prevention of Misuse) Act-2005 and the State Emblem of India
(Regulation of Use) Rules, 2007 are applicable in respect of the State

Emblem also;

AND WHEREAS, the State Government has not issued any

specific guidelines for the use of State Emblem by various functionaries.

NOW THEREFORE, the Government are pleased to issue the
following guidelines for the use of State Emblem by various functionaries

in the State:

General guidelines

a. Emblem in this guidelines means the State Emblem of Kerala as
described and specified in the schedule of the Emblem and Names

(Prevention of Improper Use) Act-1950 and the State Emblem of India



(Regulation of Use) Rules, 2007.

b. No person shall use the emblem or any colourable imitation thereof in
any manner which tends to create an impression that it relates to the
Government or that it is an official document of the State
Government, without the previous permission of the State
Government or of such officer of the Government as may be
authorised by it in this behalf. Person includes a former functionary of
the Central or State Government.

c. No person shall use the emblem for the purpose of any trade, business,
calling of profession or in the title of any patent, or in any trademark
or design, except in such cases and under such conditions as may be
prescribed.

d. No competent authority shall register a trademark or design which
bears a title containing the emblem or grant patent in respect of an
invention, which bears a title containing the emblem. If any question
arises before a competent authority whether any emblem is an emblem
specified in the Schedule or a colourable imitation thereof, the
competent authority shall refer the question to the State Government

and the decision of the State Government thereon shall be final



1. Design of official seal:

a.The design of the official seal shall have the emblem enclosed in an

oval or round frame

b. The name of department or the office shall appear between the inner
and outer rims of the frame. The abbreviated form of the name of a
Department or the Office may be inscribed where it is not possible to

accommodate the name in full.

2. Use in official documents.-State emblem of Kerala can be used in

following documents;

a. Communications:

State Emblem can be used in the top centre of all the
communications, including letters, Government Orders,
proceedings, memorandums, office orders, notes and like

communications issued from Government and its departments.

b. Certificates:Emblem can be used in the top centre of all the
certificates issued by Government and its departments.
c. Letter pads:

Officers of an above the rank of Deputy Collector/Deputy Secretary ie.



Officer from third gazetted post in Government Departments can use the
State emblem in their personal letter pads along with their name.
d.Visiting Cards of the offices for their legitimate representative

purpose:

(1) All gazetted officers of and above the rank of Under Secretary can print
personal visiting cards with Emblem at their own cost. Visiting cards for
officers of and above the rank of Deputy Secretary to Government can get

their visiting cards printed in Government Press.

(11) Gazetted officers below the rank of Under Secretary and all non-
gazetted officers,depending on their nature of duty, like liaison,
protocol,project monitoring etc.,also can print the personal visiting cards

with Emblem with prior approval of Government.

Note:

a.However an officer, as mentioned in (i) and (i1) above,
of Government who is on deputation or other duties to
the Public Sector Undertakings/Statutory
Organizations/Autonomous Bodies etc. can use the State

Emblem in their visiting cards.



b.An officer, as mentioned in (i) and (ii) above, of
Government who 1is posted on the Public Sector
Undertakings/statutory organizations/autonomous bodies
etc. on re employment after retirement can also use
Emblem in their visiting cards. However the retired
personnel except All India Service Officers who are

posted on contract basis cannot use this facility.

e. Identity Cards and tags:
i. All Government Staff can use Emblem in their identity cards and
tags used for identity cards.
ii. All Government Staff who are on deputation or other duty to other

governmental organizations also can use Emblem for this purpose.

Note:
Employees of  PSUs/Autonomous  organizations/aided
organizations/statutory bodies etc. shall not use Emblem in

their identity cards



II.

III.

IV.

VL

VII.

Official seals:
The State Emblem shall not be used in the name seals. The use of
emblem in official seal shall be restricted to the authorities mentioned

below:

Governor, Chief Minister, Speaker, Ministers of the State, Leader of
the opposition, Deputy Speaker, Government Chief Whip or any other
dignitaries who have been assigned the cabinet status.

Office and gazetted officers of Kerala Lok Bhavan and Kerala
Legislative Assembly.

Office and gazetted officers of Planning board (if Planning board has
not adopted their own emblem)

Chief Electoral Officer, his/her gazetted officers and office

Kerala Public Service Commission (only if they don’t adopt another
logo of their own)

Departments, gazetted officers and offices of Kerala Government
Commission and authorities constituted or established by an Act of
Legislature or set up by the State Government (If they don’t adopt

their own official emblem)



g. Envelopes and stationeries:
Emblem can be used in envelopes for sending official
communications of Government departments and in all

official stationeries.

h. Invitation Cards:
Emblem can be used in the invitation cards for official and

ceremonial functions of the State Government.

i. Programme notices, publicity materials, government publications

etc.

State Emblem can be used in the Programme notices, publicity

materials, publications etc. of Government departments.

j. Vehicles
i.State Emblem can be used by the Governor or his/her spouse when he/she
travel by such vehicles.
ii.State Emblem can be used in the vehicles used by the Chief Minister,
Speaker and members of the council of Ministers.
iii.State Emblem can be used along with the KERALA STATE board used

by eligible dignitaries.



k. Greeting Cards:

State Emblem can be used in the greeting cards, including
online greetings, sent by the following dignitaries for

legitimate representational purpose;

1. Governor

11. Chief Minister

1i1. Speaker

iv. Leader of opposition

v. Members of Council of Ministers.

vi. Deputy Speaker/Chief Whip of Government

vil. Any other dignitaries who have been assigned the Cabinet Rank

viii. Members of Legislative Assembly

ix. Chief Secretary

x. Officers of an above the rank of Secretaries

xi. District Collectors.



I. Films and documentaries made by Government departments

m. Crests, Flags, seats for official purposes.

n. Website/social media pages of government and its departments

and other e-solutions developed by government department.

0. Medals, certificates and Sanads instituted by Government.

p- Representational glassware crockery and cutlery used for State

Hospitality, including in Guest Houses.

q. Badges, Collars and Buttons to be used in ceremonial occasions.

r. School textbooks or in any other study materials provided that
the emblem shall not be used on the front page, title or cover of
such publication so as to give an impression that it is government

publication.

s. Display on public buildings:

1. State Emblem can be displayed on important public buildings
like Lok Bhavan, State Legislature, High Court, Secretariat
buildings, and Collectorates.

1. State Emblem can be used along with the name of the building in



3.

11.

1.

1v.

all government departments.

Restrictions on the Use of Emblems;

. No persons (including former functionaries of the Government like,

former Ministers, Former Members of Legislative Assembly, former
judges, retired government employees) other than authorized under
these guidelines shall use the emblem in any manner.

No Commission or Committee, Public Sector Undertakings, Bank,

LSGIs, non-governmental organizations, University other than those
authorized under these guidelines shall use the emblem.

No association or body of persons, whether incorporated or not shall
use the emblem on their letter heads, brochures, seats, crests, badges,
house flags or for any other purpose in any manner.

The stationery including letter heads visiting cards and greeting cards
with emblem printed or embossed on it shall not bear words like
Advocate, Editor, Chartered Accountant with the name of the person
authorized to use the emblem under these guidelines for stationery

No person shall use or continue to use the emblem or any colourable
imitation thereof for the purpose of any trade, business, calling of

profession or in the title of any patent or in any trade mark or design



provided that a person or a group of persons, associations, body
corporate may use the emblem in connection with an event organized
by it or a publication brought out jointly with State Government or

department with prior approval of the State Government.

4. Use of gold coloured or embossed emblems in official

documents/stationery

1.

11.

a. Colour of emblem in all communications, including letter pads,

shall be black, blue, green or red. However,

Members of Legislative Assemblies and Officers of and above the
rank of Principal Secretaries can use golden coloured emblem in their
official communications, visiting cards and letter pads.

Governor, Chief Minister, Speaker, Deputy Speaker, Chief Whip,
Members of Council of Ministers, dignitaries having cabinet status
and Chief Secretary can use gold embossed emblems in their official
communications, including letter pads and visiting cards and other

stationery.

b. Golden coloured and gold embossed emblem can be

used in government diaries and other stationery which are used



during a ceremony of higher importance conducted by the State
Government Departments.
(By order of the Governor)

K Biju IAS
Secretary

To:

Secretary to Governor

All Additional Chief Secretaries/Principal Secretaries/Secretaries
The Registrar of High Court of Kerala

The Secretary, Kerala Legislative Assembly

The Registrar of all Universities in Kerala

The Secretary, Kerala Public Service Commission

The Advocate General, Kerala

All Heads of the Department, PSUs

All Departments (all sections) of the Secretariat

All District Collectors

Information & Public Relations Department (Web & New Media)
Stock File/Office copy

Copy to;

Private Secretary to Hon'ble Chief Minister



Private Secretary to Speaker
Private Secretary to Hon'ble Ministers

All MLASs

Forwarde orgk
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Annexure




